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Year 6



Reading Vipers





The pupil can:
•read age-appropriate books with confidence and fluency
(including whole novels)
• read aloud with intonation that shows understanding
• work out the meaning of words from the context
• explain and discuss their understanding of what they
have read, drawing inferences and justifying these with 
evidence 
• predict what might happen from details stated and implied 
• retrieve information from non-fiction
• summarise main ideas, identifying key details and using
quotations for illustration
• evaluate how authors use language, including figurative
language, considering the impact on the reader
• make comparisons within and across books.



Reading Skills:
• Read a wide range of fiction, non-fiction,

poetry, plays and reference books 
• Make comparisons between different books, or 

parts of the same book
• Discuss understanding of texts, including

exploring the meaning of words in context
• Ask questions to improve understanding of texts 
• Summarise ideas drawn from more than one 

paragraph, identifying key details
• Predict future events from details 
either written in a text or by ‘reading
between the lines’



• Identify how language, structure and presentation
contribute to meaning

• Discuss how authors use language
• Understand figurative language (similes, metaphors
and personification)

• Make book recommendations, giving reasons for 
choices 

• Participate in discussions about books, building on
and challenging ideas

• Explain and discuss understanding of reading.



Ensure your child reads every day for at least 15-20 
minutes (longer if possible!). They should be reading
age appropriate fiction and non-fiction texts. Try to
make time to read with your child. Discuss the book
together and ask them questions about the characters,
plot and setting. Develop their vocabulary repertoire by
explaining and looking up in a dictionary unfamiliar
words.
Reading regularly is the only way to improve reading. 
Being able to read fluently and confidently will enable 
your child to access the curriculum both at primary
and secondary school.

How can I support my child?



Writing



Grammar

Handwriting



Working towards the expected standard
The pupil can:
• write for a range of purposes 
• use paragraphs to organise ideas
• in narratives, describe settings and characters
• in non-narrative writing, use simple devices to
structure the writing and support the reader (e.g. 
headings, sub-headings, bullet points)
• use capital letters, full stops, question marks,
commas for lists and apostrophes for contraction
mostly correctly
• spell correctly most words from the year 3 / year
4 spelling list, and some words from the year 5 / 
year 6 spelling list*
• write legibly. 



Working at the expected standard   
The pupil can:
• write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting
language that shows good awareness of the reader
• in narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere
• integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the 
action
• select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the 
writing requires
• use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions,
adverbials of time and place, pronouns, synonyms) within and across 
paragraphs 
• use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing
• use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 mostly correctly
(e.g. inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech)
• spell correctly most words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list,
and use a dictionary to check the spelling of uncommon or more
ambitious vocabulary
• maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed.



The pupil can:
• write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences,
selecting the appropriate form and drawing independently
on what they have read as models for their own writing
• distinguish between the language of speech and writing
and choose the appropriate register
• exercise an assured and conscious control over levels 
of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar
and vocabulary to achieve this 
• use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 
correctly (e.g. semi-colons, dashes, colons, hyphens)
and, when necessary, use such punctuation precisely to
enhance meaning and avoid ambiguity.

Working at Greater Depth



Diagonal joins

abcdehiklmnpqstuz

Horizontal joins

forvwx

No joins
gjy

Handwriting
Produce legible joined handwriting. 



Year 6
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling





Making nouns plural (raspberries, countries, monkeys, donkeys,
volcanoes, potatoes, igloos, cacti)

i before e except after c when it rhymes with me (piece, believe,
received, ceiling, deceit, neighbour, weight)

doubling the final consonant (swimming, beginning, hopping)

adding prefixes (negative prefixes such as dis, mis, il, in, im,
ir etc..)

adding suffixes (ing, ious, tion, sion, ssion, ly, ful, ent, ence,
ant, ance, ible, able, less, ment, ial)

unstressed vowels (different, temperature, parliament, interesting)

silent letters (vehicle, knock, column, autumn, guarantee )

homophones (aloud and allowed, prey and pray, weather and 
whether)
Learn spellings from Y5/6 list 
Use a dictionary to check spelling and meaning



Ensure your child completes spellings
in their Spelling Record Book and 
learns new weekly spellings.
Look up meanings in a dictionary, 
find new words which follow the 
spelling rule being practised and test 
them.

How can I support my child?



Grammar
Word classes

Sentence structure



A crowd gathered eagerly at the stadium in 
Manchester.

I was happy to see my parents standing by
the open door.

verb
adverb
conjunction
preposition

noun
pronoun
adjective
determiner

Eric kicked the ball and it landed on the 
broken roof.



By the end of Year 5 most children should 
know…
How to use relative clauses beginning with 
who, which, where, when, whose and that.

We spoke to the man whose house was struck 
by lightning.
The table which is made from oak is now 
black with age.
Sam, who was nine years old, loved to play
tennis.



How to indicate degrees of possibility using
adverbs (e.g. perhaps, surely, possibly, maybe)
or modal verbs (e.g. might, may, should,
shall, will, must). 
We must take some sun cream to the beach.
There may be a storm tonight.
The hero might save the villagers from the 
fearsome dragon.

How to link ideas across paragraphs using
adverbials of time (e.g. finally, eventually, 
later, before, then, after a while, meanwhile) 
and place (e.g. nearby, far away, behind) 



How to use brackets, dashes or commas to
indicate parenthesis (pairs of dashes, commas 
and brackets) to add extra information, explain a
word or express an opinion. When the 
parenthesis is removed, the sentence still makes 
sense.
All carnivores - meat eaters - have extremely
sharp teeth.
Cats (though I don’t think it is true) have nine 
lives.
Jamie Oliver, a well-known celebrity chef, has 
four children.



By the end of Year 6 most children should know…

 How to use the passive voice
The window in the greenhouse was broken.
(passive)
I broke the window in the greenhouse. (active)

 The difference between the use of informal speech or 
slang and that of a formal type of speech and 
writing
e.g. the use of question tags… He’s your friend, isn’t
he?



How to link ideas across paragraphs using a wider
range of cohesive devices: repetition of a word or 
phrase, grammatical connections (e.g. the use of 
adverbials such as …on the other hand, in 
contrast or as a consequence), and ellipsis…

How to use layout devices (e.g. headings,
subheadings, columns, bullet points or tables to
structure text). 



brackets (    )
semi-colon ;
colon :
hyphen -
dash -
bullet points

full stop .
question mark ?
exclamation mark !
inverted commas “  ”
comma ,
apostrophe ’
ellipsis …



How to use commas to clarify meaning
or avoid ambiguity.



Use inverted commas accurately. “What time is it?” 
asked the teacher.
The use of the semi-colon, colon and dash to mark
the boundary between independent clauses

Elizabeth I was born in 1533; she died in 1603.
The soup was excellent; the rest of the meal was 
disappointing.
There is no way home: the roads are completely
flooded.
Icy pavements can be dangerous; people frequently
slip and fall.
The machine was going crazy- it was completely out 
of control.



The use of the colon to introduce a list and 
the use of semi-colons within lists.

I have two hobbies: painting and reading.

The school offered three clubs for its pupils:
art, dance and chess.

At the circus we saw a clown
juggling with swords and 
daggers; a lion who stood on a
ball; a fire eater with flashing
eyes; and an eight year old 
acrobat.



The punctuation of bullet points to list 
information.
How hyphens can be used to avoid 
ambiguity.

re-mark remark
re-cover recover

man eating shark or man-eating shark
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