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YEAR 4 

Autumn 

What have the Romans done for us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Novel/Book linked to theme: Escape form Pompeii by Christina Balit 

As readers we will: 

Enjoy and discuss the story, identify new vocabulary and its meanings, understand 
and retrieve information that tells us the story is in the past and is not like how we live 
now, predict what will happen at different stages in the story and infer characters’ 
feelings. 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary and Definitions  
Invade, settle, conquer, resistance, fight, formation, expand, empire, emperor, legion, 
colisseum, amphitheatre, Roman baths, temple, villa, soldier, mosaics, chariot, shield, 
gladiator, slave, Basillica 
Volcanoes – lava, molten, magma, vent, eruption, ash cloud, 
 

Community Links 
Visit to Wroxeter Roman City 

Building Learner Power (BLP)  
Resilience 
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As historians we will:  

Investigate and interpret the past by 

• Use more than one source of evidence for historical enquiry in order to gain a 
more accurate understanding of history and describe different accounts of a 
historical event, explaining some of the reasons why the accounts may differ (diaries 
and Wroxeter visit). 

Build an overview of world history 

• Give a broad overview of life in Britain from ancient until medieval times. 
• Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or religious diversity of past society. 
• Describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes 
and experiences of men, women and children. 

Understand chronology 

• Place events, artefacts and historical figures on a time line using dates. 
• Understand the concept of change over time, representing this, along with 
evidence, on a time line. 
• Use dates and terms to describe events. 
• Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including: dates, time 
period, era, change, chronology. 
• Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills to a good standard in order to 
communicate information about the past. 
 
We will look at: 

- When, why and how the Romans invaded and from where 
- Understand the British resistance to the Roman invasion 
- Explore Roman battle formations and how this helped them to conquer 
- Recognised the key features of a Roman settlement and how they lived 
- recognise some of the key Roman British Emperors 
- Understand how Roman Emperors expanded their British Empire – Roman 

roads. 
- Understand the fall of the Roman Empire. 

 
As writers we will: 

- Write a diary – Tranio and Livia’s escape 
- Write a newspaper report – Pompeii eruption 
- Create an advert using persuasive language – Excavating Pompeii 
- Write a kenning – volcano eruption 
- Write an adventure story – based on Tranio and Livia’s escape 
- Write a report – Roman roads 
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As artists and designers we will: 

- Create a mosaic 
- Make a Roman seal 
- Research, design and make a container (precious belongings box) 

 
As mathematicians we will: 

- Use Roman numerals. 
- Explore and use nets for boxes 

 
We will also be… 
 
 

Computing Key Skills eg. Word processing (Pompeii advert), saving, opening, 
printing 

Modern 
Foreign 
Languages 

Number and money (Aut 1) Food (Aut 2) 

Music Composers 

Physical 
Education  

Basic Skills – throwing, catching, balancing, aiming, passing, 
special awareness 
Roman formation - dance 

PSHE All about me, characteristics, similarities, feelings and emotions 

Religious 
Education  

Judaism  

Science Electricity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


