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Thank you so much for downloading the sample resource.
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students enjoy the activities.
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Dragon Facts

Dragons are mythological creatures that have existed in folklore of 
cultures all over the world for thousands of years. In Western culture, 
the imaginary creature is typically described as a giant four-legged 
reptile covered in scales that is able to breathe fire and able to fly with 
powerful bat-like wings. In Eastern cultures, the dragon is represented 
as a highly intelligent serpent-like creature without wings. They can be 
either benevolent or malevolent. In symbolism, dragons represent luck, 
power and strength, but can also represent greed.

The origins of dragons
● The English word ‘dragon’ emerged in the 13th century and comes from 

the Latin word ‘draconem’, meaning ‘huge serpent’. The Greek word 
‘drakon’ also means ‘serpent’ or ‘giant seafish’.

● Because dragons don’t really exist, anthropologists suggest that the 
idea of dragons came from ancient discoveries of dinosaur fossils and 
an evolutionary fear of snakes and other dangerous reptiles. 



Dragons across cultures
● In ancient Mesopotamia, 

dragons, as we know them 
today occurred in literature as 
either benevolent (doing good) 
or malevolent (doing bad) 
creatures. It was depicted as a 
mixture of lion, eagle and 
scorpion and associated with 
weather gods.

Dragon Facts

A depiction of a dragon at the Ishtar Gate 
from the city of Babylon, ancient 
Mesopotamia, 575 B.C.E

● For the ancient Egyptians, the god of chaos, Apep, was depicted as 
a giant serpent and lived in the underworld. Thunderstorms and 
earthquakes were believed to be his roar.

● The ancient Greeks and Romans 
believed dragons had supernatural 
powers. The first mention of a dragon 
was in Homer’s Iliad. Dragons in their 
literature generally brought death and 
chaos and slayed by gods and 
demigods.

● In Germanic and Norse mythology, 
dragons are depicted as giant sea 
serpents. They encircled the realm and 
the sea around it.

An ancient Greek depiction of a dragon 
and the goddess Athena, 480-470 B.C. 

● For the Old English, dragons were depicted as greedy hoarders and, 
in the epic poem Beowulf, a sleeping dragon is awakened when a cup 
is stolen from its pile of treasure. It then goes on a rampage.



Dragons across cultures (cont.)
● In Medieval Europe, the idea of 

dragons reached its height and they 
were believed to be living creatures, 
like other mythological creatures such 
as unicorns. Dragons were 
malevolent and pillaged sheep flocks 
and mercilessly destroyed villages. St 
George and the Dragon is arguably 
the most famous narrative of dragons 
of this time.
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● Dragons have existed in Chinese culture and folklore for centuries. It 
is the highest-ranking animal in Chinese animal hierarchy. It is 
typically snake-like with four legs.

● Chinese dragons are symbols of luck, power and strength, but only to 
those who deserve it. They are believed to have control over rainfall, 
typhoons and floods. 

● In Chinese culture, people of excellence and outstanding 
achievement are likened to dragons, while the opposite are likened to 
worms.

● The number nine in Chinese culture is very lucky, linked to heaven as 
well as dragons.

A medieval depiction of St George 
slaying the dragon, Verona c. 
1270.

A traditional depiction of a Chinese 
dragon, which is serpent-like with 
four limbs. Here, it is carved on a 
wall at a temple in China.



Dragons across cultures (cont.)
● For the ancient Japanese, dragons were regarded as water deities 

similar in appearance to Chinese dragons. They were bringers of 
destruction, however. In Japanese lore, dragons could be appeased 
with precious metals and also killed with metal.
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● J.R.R. Tolkien created one of the most famous dragons in 
literature, Smaug, who appeared in The Hobbit (1937) and The 
Lord of the Rings (1937-1949). Smaug is depicted as a powerful, 
fearsome and greedy dragon who takes over a dwarf kingdom. 

An 18th-century Japanese 
depiction of a dragon by 
Hokusai.

Dragons in literature and film
● Dragons in modern times are popular 

creatures of the fantasy genre. They 
are generally portrayed as malevolent 
creatures.

● Some of the most famous modern 
depictions of dragons in literature 
include Lewis Carroll’s Jabberwocky 
from Through the Looking Glass 
(1872), who was a helper. 

Right: Lewis Carroll’s Jabberwocky 
illustrated by John Tenniel (1872).
Below: J.R.R. Tolkien’s Smaug as 
imagined by director Peter Jackson.



Dragons in literature and film (cont.)
● Dragons are used as transport for ringwraiths in J.K. Rowling’s Harry 

Potter fantasy series. 
● Dragons also feature in the books and TV adaptations of George R.R. 

Martin’s Game of Thrones. They are Drogon, Rhaegal and Viserion.
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● The popular animated film How to Train your Dragon (2010), based 
on the book series by Cressida Cowell (2003-2015), features a 
menagerie of dragons, including Toothless, a night fury dragon. 
Here, because of ignorance, dragons are initially believed to be 
destructive pests until Hiccup teaches the villagers or their benefits 
and true character.

Drogo the dragon from 
Game of Thrones.



● From the Eragon movie (2006), the animators of Saphira were inspired 
by various animals, such as puppies, wildebeests and eagles.

● From the Pete’s Dragon movie (2016), Eliot is an invisible dragon and 
a friendly protector to Pete.

● Other animated films with dragon characters are:
o   Dragonheart in 1996
o   Reign of Fire in 2002
o   Sleeping Beauty in 1959
o   Beowulf in 2007
o   Ghidorah, The Three-Headed Monster in 1964
o   Dragonslayer in 1981
o   The Seventh Voyage of Sinbad in 1958
o   Spirited Away in 2002
o   Kung Fu Panda in 2008

Additional dragon information

● The Welsh flag depicts a red dragon on a green and white 
background.

● A flower called a snapdragon is named because its shape resembles a 
snapping head of a dragon.

● Dragons in French history were used to represent the victory of 
Christianity over paganism.

Dragon Facts

● In Feng Shui, the dragon is a 
powerful symbol of 
yang/male energy.

● In China, the dragon dance 
is performed by a team of 
people who move a long, 
curving dragon through the 
streets in celebration of the 
Chinese New Year 
(seen right).



In Search of Dragons!
Dragons have appeared in folklore for thousands of 
years. Look for 12 words related to dragons in the 
grid below. The word bank is your guide. Then, 
define them.

WORD 
BANK

Western

Eastern

Dragon

Malevolent 

Benevolent 

Lucky

Greedy

Powerful 

Wings

Fire

Mythology

Fantasy 

L A V Y R Z O P W A
U G W E S T E R N K
C J I W F A O P K T
K L N R E R T A L Y
A E G Y B N U N G B
D A S I M G I T A C
G G D R A G O N X F
J R D P L Y W A S X
L E C L E P G V T Z
B E N E V O L E N T
Q D S K O W M A E W
E Y F H L E N S A E
T F I R E R V T O R
R W I K N F B O L T
R E D S T U C A T Y
M Y T H O L O G Y P



In Search of Dragons!
ANSWER KEY

WORD 
BANK

Western

Eastern

Dragon

Malevolent 

Benevolent 

Lucky

Greedy

Powerful 

Wings

Fire

Mythology

Fantasy 

L Y
U W E S T E R N
C I A
K N T

G N
S M A

G D R A G O N F
R L
E E P

B E N E V O L E N T
D O W A
Y L E S
F I R E R T

N F
T U

M Y T H O L O G Y



This resource is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International license.

You are free to:

● Share — copy and redistribute the material in any 
medium or format

● Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the 
material

Under the following terms:

● Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, 
provide a link to the license, and indicate if 
changes were made. You may do so in any 
reasonable manner, but not in any way that 
suggests the licensor endorses you or your use.

● NonCommercial — You may not use the material 
for commercial purposes.

For more information on this license, visit the following 
link:

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

Thank you!
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