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Which Way to Vote?

Mr A Whitehouse
Denver Lane 

Bristol

23rd May 2016
Dear important voter,

I am writing to you to urge you to vote wisely on the 23rd June. 

We all know that the UK economy is far better if we stay in the European Union (EU). The EU is the 
biggest trading partner with the EU buying 44% of what we sell abroad. If we were not in the EU 
anymore, this huge percentage of trade may not continue and it would have a huge impact on the 
money we have to spend. It may even force us to increase taxes and many people could lose their 
jobs. 

In addition to this, being part of the EU attracts people to invest in the UK, which simply means 
more opportunities for jobs here in the UK as well as more money for the economy. This means we 
can improve our services such as hospitals, schools, police and the fire service among many others. 
Why would we want to have less money to spend on improving these vital services?

The EU has a hugely positive effect on our daily lives as citizens of the EU. We have privileges such 
as being able to live and work in other EU countries if we want to. Furthermore, when we travel to 
European countries on holiday, we are entitled to cheap or even free healthcare if it is needed. If we 
were no longer in the EU, who knows how much we would have to pay if we have an accident 
abroad and need healthcare?

I would worry about the future of the UK if we were to mistakenly leave the EU. Our children would 
suffer with the rise of living costs as leaving the EU would increase prices for everyday items. Not 
only that but the safety of living in the UK would be a potential problem. At the moment, while in 
the EU, our national security has access to information shared by other EU countries. This means it 
is easier to catch criminals who often travel between countries to escape capture. 

Do you know how much our farmers rely on money from the EU? In 2015, agriculture received 
£2.4bn (billion) in direct payments to help farmers to keep producing food. This money is essential 
for the farming community to continue, and leaving the EU, well, that money would just disappear. 
We have been given no guarantees that the farming community would still receive any money from 
our government. 

David Cameron, our Prime Minister, is absolutely correct for negotiating a new deal for us to stay in 
the European Union. I believe he really knows what is best for our country. We should stand with 
him and vote to stay in the EU. 

I cannot sit back and let you vote for the wrong thing for our country. We do not want to be the 
only country ever that has left the EU after joining it. We would look foolish!

Please, for your children’s sake, make the right choice when you vote!

Mr Whitehouse
Member of Parliament 
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Dr. F Dovecote
Whitestone Lane

Birmingham

23rd May 2016
Dear undecided voter,

I am writing to you in hope that you will listen to the voice of reason. As you will know, we all have 
an important decision to make on June 23rd.

The European Union (EU) has taken our money for long enough – it is now time to stop this! 
Currently, the EU costs the UK tax payers £350 million a week, and frankly, this money could be 
spent to build a brand new hospital in the UK, every week! How great would that be? The £350 
million we spend every week has added up to the UK giving the EU half a trillion pounds since 
1973, and yet our hospitals, police force, schools and housing are stretched to their absolute limit. 
We are wasting so much money by being in the EU. We know what is best for our country and we 
should be able to spend our money how we see fit.

In the same way, immigration has become a huge problem in the UK. More people migrating to the 
UK means that more money is needed to spend on schools and homes. There is simply just not 
enough space in the UK to have any more migration happening. We cannot accommodate all of 
these people in the way they should be, if we continue to pay out money to the EU and have open 
borders. At the moment we cannot refuse entry to criminals or terror suspects, meaning that many 
could be living amongst us, in the same town or even the same street as us! 

Security is a major worry with staying in the EU. If we make the right decision and vote to leave the 
EU, we would be able to allow smaller numbers of people into the UK, and also refuse entry to 
dangerous criminals so that we can keep our children safe. 

David Cameron, the prime minister, has failed to arrange a good deal for the UK to stay in the EU. 
If we stayed in the EU we would still be paying £350 million a week and therefore he would not be 
saving us any money like he set out to do. Furthermore, it will increase to £400 million a week by 
2020! Just think how we could spend that money in our UK.

We should be very wary of what the EU say that they will agree with us. The European Court has 
already broken a similar deal with Denmark nearly 80 times! Who is to say that they will keep their 
word on the deal David Cameron made?

The European Union needs the UK more than the UK needs the EU. That is because the UK is the 5th

biggest economy in the whole world, and the 4th largest military power. The EU want to keep us to 
help the other EU countries, but at the moment many of our UK citizens, including myself, feel used 
by the EU. We are always relied upon to help out in times of crisis, such as helping out other 
countries who have no more money, as well as being the ones that will help protect other countries. 
We don’t get much in return for being the ‘big brother’ of the EU.

Please make the right choice for our future generations. They should not have to suffer growing up 
in an EU-ruled UK. They deserve better!

I urge you to vote leave on your ballot slip, because without the EU, we will be stronger, bigger and 
better! 

Dr. F Dovecote
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Which Way to Vote? – Follow-Up Work

Who is the intended audience for the letters?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are the features used in both letters to persuade you to vote in a certain way?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think one letter uses the term ‘our Prime Minister’ and the other uses the term ‘the

Prime Minister’?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What feature is used in the extract below?

Why would we want to have less money to spend on improving these vital services?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why is it used and what effect does it have on the reader?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Which letter wants the reader to vote to leave the EU?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Which letter would you recommend that your friend reads? Why?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Which letter persuades you the most? Discuss with a friend and explain why.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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What main points are raised in the letter persuading you to stay in the EU?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Persuasive language is used throughout both letters. List some examples of powerful verbs or 

adjectives.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is meant by the sentence below?

‘Please, for your children’s sake, make the right choice when you vote!’

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Summarise the information that is given in Dr Dovecote’s letter.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The letters were written by a doctor and a Member of Parliament (MP). Why do you think this is? 

How would this influence the reader?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think Dr Dovecote thinks about David Cameron? What evidence is there to suggest 

this?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How much money does the UK spend on the EU every week? Do you have any opinions on this?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Which Way to Vote? – Vocab 1

Write the meaning of each of the words. 

economy  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

trading  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

taxes  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

invest  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

vital  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

citizens  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

privileges  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

entitled  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

national security  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

potential  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

guarantees  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

negotiating  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

undecided  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

decision  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

absolute  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

immigration  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

migrating  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

accommodate  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

wary  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

military  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

generations  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ballot slip  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

urge  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Which Way to Vote? – Vocab 2

Find the correct word in the box below to complete the sentences. 

The EU has a hugely positive effect on our daily lives as  ____________________________________ of the EU.

As you will know, we all have an important  ____________________________________ to make on June 23rd.

We should be very  ____________________________________ of what the EU say that they will agree with us.

Please make the right choice for our future  ____________________________________.

I  ____________________________________ you to vote leave on your  ____________________________________ slip.

Match the words below to their synonyms.

Rearrange the letters to create the word that matches the meaning. 
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urge

privilege

vital

guarantee

absolute

wary

unsure

essential

promise

benefit

insist 

complete 

sxtae _________________________ money that is paid to the government

ymiiatrl _________________________ armed forces that protect a country

cisdieon _________________________ to make up your mind about something

endltiet _________________________ a right or claim to something 

urge        decision        citizens        wary        ballot        generations
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Which Way to Vote? – SPAG

Write the words in the boxes below to complete the sentence. Remember to use correct punctuation. 

Dr Dovecote wants us to leave the EU because of  _______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why have brackets been used in the sentence below? Tick one box. 

We all know that the UK economy is far better if we stay in the European Union (EU).

Write appropriate questions to fit the answers in the table below. Remember to use punctuation.

and immigration
spending too much 

to be in the EU
not having the money 

for our services 

to show the writer’s opinion

to indicate a full stop

to give an abbreviation 

to link two clauses together 

Question Answer

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Mr Whitehouse wants the UK to stay in the 

EU.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
David Cameron.
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Which Way to Vote? – Oral Teacher Questions

Who is the intended audience for the letters? Adults who might be undecided on voting. 

What are the features used in both letters to persuade you to vote in a certain way? Persuasive 
language, facts and numbers. 

Why do you think one letter uses the term ‘our Prime Minister’ and the other uses the term ‘the
Prime Minister’?  One letter believes that David Cameron is right, the other one does not.

What feature is used in the extract below? 
Why would we want to have less money to spend on improving these vital services?

Rhetorical question.

Why is it used and what effect does it have on the reader? Encourages the reader to think about 
what is being asked. 

Which letter wants the reader to vote to leave the EU?  The second letter by Dr Dovecote.

Which letter would you recommend that your friend reads? Why?  Personal response. 

Which letter persuades you the most? Discuss with a friend and explain why. Personal response.

What main points are raised in the letter persuading you to stay in the EU? Losing money, less 
jobs, less investment if we leave. Continuing to receive money for farmers from the EU.

Persuasive language is used throughout both letters. List some examples of powerful verbs or 
adjectives.  Huge impact, huge percentage, privileges, mistakenly, suffer, rely, essential, guarantees, 
cannot sit back, for your children’s sake, urge you…

What is meant by the sentence below?
‘Please, for your children’s sake, make the right choice when you vote!’

For the benefit of your children. Think about the future.

Summarise the information that is given in Dr Dovecote’s letter.  Children should comment on the 
main points; giving EU money, stretched resources, immigration, security, a poor EU deal, stronger 
without the EU.

The letters were written by a doctor and a Member of Parliament (MP). Why do you think this is? 
How would this influence the reader? They are important people in society therefore their opinion 
should be trusted.

What do you think Dr Dovecote thinks about David Cameron? What evidence is there to suggest 
this? That he has made a poor deal and that he is wrong about the EU. Use of examples from the 
text to support this answer, such as ‘David Cameron, the prime minister, has failed to arrange a 
good deal for the UK to stay in the EU’.

How much money does the UK spend on the EU every week? Do you have any opinions on this? 
£350 million every week, personal response. 
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Which Way to Vote? – Vocab 1

Write the meaning of each of the words.

economy – the way in which money is made in a country

trading – buying and selling resources 

taxes – payment that has to be made to the government by citizens 

invest – to put money into something

vital – important, essential, it has to happen

citizens – people who live in a specific place 

privileges – a benefit or good thing that isn’t available to everyone 

entitled – a right or claim to something 

national security – the security of the country, its safety

potential – possible or capable of something 

guarantees – promises, pledges 

negotiating – make a deal or bargain

undecided – unsure, have not made a decision

decision – to make up your mind 

absolute – complete, outright

immigration – to go to a country that is not your homeland, intending to stay somewhere 

migrating – to move or resettle in a different place 

accommodate – to supply things to, to provide suitably 

wary – unsure 

military – armed forces 

generations – all the people born and living around a certain time

ballot slip – the paper that you put your vote onto 

urge – strongly persuade, insist, to pressure
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Which Way to Vote? – Vocab 2

Find the correct word in the box below to complete the sentences. 

The EU has a hugely positive effect on our daily lives as citizens of the EU.

As you will know, we all have an important decision to make on June 23rd.

We should be very wary of what the EU say that they will agree with us.

Please make the right choice for our future generations.

I urge you to vote leave on your ballot slip.

Match the words below to their synonyms.

Rearrange the letters to create the word that matches the meaning. 
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urge        decision        citizens        wary        ballot        generations

urge

privilege

vital

guarantee

absolute

wary

unsure

essential

promise

benefit

insist 

complete 

sxtae taxes money that is paid to the government

ymiiatrl military armed forces that protect a country

cisdieon decision to make up your mind about something

endltiet entitled a right or claim to something 
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Which Way to Vote? – SPAG

Write the words in the boxes below to complete the sentence. Remember to use correct punctuation. 

Dr Dovecote wants us to leave the EU because of spending too much to be in the EU, not having the 

money for our services and immigration.

Why have brackets been used in the sentence below? Tick one box. 

We all know that the UK economy is far better if we stay in the European Union (EU).

Write appropriate questions to fit the answers in the table below. Remember to use punctuation.

and immigration
spending too much 

to be in the EU
not having the money 

for our services 

to show the writer’s opinion

to indicate a full stop

to give an abbreviation 

to link two clauses together 

Question Answer

Who wants us to stay in the EU?
What does Mr Whitehouse want us to do?
What does Mr Whitehouse think about the 
referendum?

Mr Whitehouse wants the UK to stay in the 

EU.

Who is the Prime Minister?
Which famous person wants us to stay in 
the EU? 
Who did a deal with the EU for us?
Who does Mr Whitehouse believe has made 
a good deal for the UK?

David Cameron.
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