
   NEWSLETTER    20th July 2021 

 
“Yesterday brought the beginning, tomorrow brings the end,  

though somewhere in the middle we became the best of friends.”  
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Praise Assemblies 
Well done to all our pupils who received Praise Certificates for ‘Improved Sportsperson’, 
‘Enquiring Mind’, ‘Presentation of Work’ and ‘Star of the Half Term’! 
 
Religious Observation 
Please see below an extract from the DfE guidance regarding absence from school. 
‘School must treat absence as authorised when it is due to religious observance. The day 
must exclusively set apart for religious observance by the religious body to which the parents 
belong. Where necessary, schools should seek advice from the parents’ religious body about 
whether it has set the day apart for religious observance. Absence associated with Eid in 
excess of one day should be marked as unauthorised.’ 
Whilst an absence to mark a religious observance is authorised, we must have received a 
Leave of Absence Request Form before the absence itself. 
 
School Uniform 
If you live in Sandwell, receive certain benefits and your child will be in Reception Class or 
Years 7 to 11 from September 2021, you may qualify for a voucher towards the cost of your 
child’s school uniform. Please note vouchers will not be available to any child in Nursery, 
Years 1 to 6 or 12 to 14. The voucher contributions available for this year are: 

- £20 for a child starting in an eligible Reception class from September 2021 
- £25 for a child at an eligible secondary school in Years 7 to 11 from September 2021 

You must apply before 31st January 2022 as any applications received after this date will be 
refused. You can apply via https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/schoolclothing. 
 
Free Swimming for Sandwell Residents 
If you live in Sandwell and are aged 16 and under or 60 plus you can register online to access 
free swimming at your local pool. Those aged 16 and under can swim for free during school 
holidays. Those aged 60 plus can swim for free every day until 1pm. Please visit the Sandwell 
Leisure Trust website to register. 
 
Free School Meals Entitlement 
You may or may not be aware that school receive funding based upon the number of pupils 
eligible for free school meals. This is not to be confused with Universal Free School Meals, 
which are available to all children in Reception and Key Stage One regardless of income. If 
your child is entitled to benefitted free school meals, support is available towards the cost of 
trips, music tuition, after school clubs etc. even if they do not have a school meal. If your 
circumstances have changed due to the pandemic and you think you may be eligible, please 
contact the school office for an application form. 
 
INSET Days/Dates for Next Year 
School will close on Wednesday 21st July for the summer break. We are in the process of 
setting dates for events in the next school year and will let you know key dates as soon as 
possible. Therefore, children will return to school on Thursday 2nd September, with a start time 
of 8.55am for all. However, this is dependent upon the situation in September regarding the 
pandemic. 
 
 

https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/schoolclothing


Message from West Midlands Police 
“After what has been a difficult year for everyone, we are now coming to the end of the school 
term and the beginning of the summer holidays. Our young people have conducted 
themselves really well and have made the best of the circumstances they have found 
themselves in.  
As we return to some sense of normality, we want to remind everyone to stay over the summer 
period. We want every young person to enjoy their summer in Sandwell, whether that’s in our 
busy High Streets, shopping centres or open spaces. However, in order to keep themselves 
safe, please encourage your child to think carefully about where they go, who they go with, 
and what they take with them. 
Your child will have seen a short video in school advising them about their behaviour and 
safety. A copy of the link is attached: https://youtu.be/xmzAzEBK0Cg 
There are also lots of positive activities taking place across the borough throughout the 
holidays. Please have a look at the attached link for activities that might be of interest to your 
child and encourage them to attend https://www.justyouth.org.uk/ 
Crime and anti-social behaviour will not be tolerated in Sandwell and we work really hard with 
our schools and young people to ensure they are aware of this. Police Officers and PCSO’s, 
together with colleagues from Sandwell Council will be out and about on patrol every day and 
are looking forward to some positive engagement with our young people. 
Please stay safe, enjoy the holidays and we look forward to this summer holiday being a 
wonderful time for us all” 
Kym Jones, Police Sergeant 3616, Sandwell Police Partnerships Team 
 
And finally……. 
The last eighteen months have been without doubt an incredible challenge for everyone. I 
would like to take this opportunity to share how proud I am of the children and how well they 
have coped with the different challenges presented. They have been so resilient! Thank you 
for your continued support, particularly this year and for playing your part in supporting your 
childs learning (remote and otherwise) and for helping to keep us all safe by adhering to the 
guidelines. Thank you also to all the staff for working so hard to support the children’s learning 
and well-being.  
 

All that remains is to wish you all a safe and happy summer and we look forward to 
welcoming you back in September. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

        T L Jones 
 

     MRS. T. L. JONES 
     Headteacher 

https://youtu.be/xmzAzEBK0Cg
https://www.justyouth.org.uk/

